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London was reached by July 2nd, and a safe place of temporary
deposit for my collection found at the British Museum.

The interval between 1901 and 1906 was occupied, besides
administrative work as Inspector-General of Education in the North-
West Frontier Province, in the preparation of a report on the results of
the first journey, and in arrangements for a second expedition which
the generous consideration of the Indian Government and the British
Museum rendered possible. This chance of fresh explorations was
secured owing to the interest shown by Lord Curzon, then Viceroy
of India, and the help of kind friends such as the late Colonel Sir
Harold Deane, Chief Commissioner, North-West Frontier Province,
and Sir John Marshall.

EXPEDITION OF 1906-08

The route chosen for the start on these fresh explorations in
April, 1906, took me first through the transborder tract on the Swat
and Panjkora rivers, which twenty-two centuries before saw Alexan-
der's conquering columns. Here, as on subsequent rapid marches
through the Hindukush valleys of Chitral and Mastuj, there were
Buddhist remains to be surveyed, and observations to be gathered of
ethnographic and antiquarian interest. I was able, by ascending the
glacier of Darkot (15,400 feet), to verify details recorded in the T'ang
Annals of a remarkable military exploit which in A.D. 747 carried a
Chinese force from the Pamirs into Gilgit. Subsequently, on reach-
ing Sarhad on the Oxus, it became possible, below the watershed on
the Baroghil, to locate the scene of the preceding Chinese victory
over the Tibetans barring access to Yasin and Gilgit. Ascending the
Ab-i-Panja to the source of the Oxils, Chinese territory on the
Taghdumbash Pamir was by May 28th reached across the Wakhjir